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Our Mission 

To advance educational opportunities for disadvantaged children in India, especially girls.  

We envision a bias-free world in which all children are given a high-quality education and 

job skills to be self-sufficient. 
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Message from the Board President 
 

Dear Supporters,  

The Kiran Anjali Project was founded on the belief that girls’ education is a right and 
investing in women and girls elevates a nation. Thanks to the Kiran Anjali Project 
community more children than ever are receiving a quality education and reaching for their 
dreams. Together we raised $404,282 in 2018, allowing our partner projects to help even 
more children.  

With tremendous growth comes change - positive change - to serve our projects more 
efficiently. For the first time in our organization’s history, a non-founder was appointed as 
the president of the board. In another first, contractors are in place to ensure smooth 
operations domestically and in India. We have strong reserves to ensure we can keep our 
commitments to our partner projects. We will continue to keep administrative costs low 
while ensuring your gifts have far-reaching impacts.  

From the youngest children in preschool at Carnation Learning Center to the Plus2 
Scholarship recipients now at university and receiving support through our Launch 
program, your generosity is changing lives. Thank you for your generous support! Together 
we have been able to deepen our impact and give hope to some of the neediest children in 
India. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nita Talwar   
Board President 
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 Events 
Each year our donors join us for the opportunity to come together in support of children 

half a world away. Here is what we accomplished together in 2018: 

 

  

7th Annual Opportunity Luncheon 

Seattle, WA 

Over 460 people registered for our largest fundraiser making this a sold-out event! We 

were fortunate to have an increase in sponsorship to offset the costs of the event. Thank 

you to our presenting sponsors J King Styling and K&L Gates, Remala Family Foundation, 

Subeer and Sonia Manhas, Jet Parts Engineering, Launch Consulting Renuka Getchell, 

Factoria Orthodontics, Global Family Travels, Creative Journeys, Window-ology, Vijya Patel 
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Real Estate, Helm Capital Management, and our VIP dinner sponsor, Dubois Cary Law 

Group.  

Guests were treated to complimentary henna, a silent auction, and a raffle. The program 

featured several speakers and highlighted videos from our partner projects. Thanks to 

your generosity the event raised $227,955.  

 

Inaugural Los Angeles Event 

Los Angeles, CA 

Our first event in Los Angeles was hosted by Advisory Council member, Ravi Chatwani and 

his wife Madhu. Board president Nita Talwar presented. The event was an open house with 

food, drink, and the opportunity to learn about the work of the Kiran Anjali Project. Guests 

were entertained with a special Bharatanatyam dance performance by Priya Chatwani. The 

event raised $11,319.  

 
4 



 
 

 

3rd Annual “Be an Agent for Change” Event 

Chicago, IL 

Our annual Chicago event is a small but mighty effort to raise funds for the children of our 

partner projects. The event was held at the home of board president, Nita Talwar and her 

husband Vijay with a guest appearance from Sunil Gupta, one of the founders of our 

grassroots partner project in Bangalore, Carnation Learning Center. It was held on 

September 15, 2018, with 25 attendees and raised $24,848. 
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3rd Annual “Shine a Light” Casino Night 

Bay Area, CA 

Our annual Bay Area event was held at the home of board treasurer, Mallika Kohli, and her 

husband Ashim. Nearly 100 people heard about our latest news. The evening was lively 

with music, casino tables (no real money exchanged), Indian food, drinks, and laughs. 

Co-founder Linda Floyd presented with co-founder Sheryl Hoye and board president Nita 

Talwar in attendance. We look forward to growing this event to help even more needy 

children. The event raised $21,072. 
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Giving Tuesday “The Power of Play” Campaign 

Facebook 

On Giving Tuesday, November 2018, we raised $6,840 through Facebook to fund a new 

playground and sports court for our partner project Baale Mane.  Baale Mane expanded its 

facilities this year, allowing more girls from dangerous living situations to find refuge in this 

safe and loving home. Previously, the girls had only an unkept field to play on. Thank you 

for helping us provide a better play area for the girls.  
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Partner Projects 

 

Baale Mane 
Bangalore 

Baale Mane, located in a village outside of Bangalore, is a residential program for girls who 

have been abandoned or orphaned, and some of who are victims of exploitation and 

trafficking. The girls are nurtured back to physical and psychological health with the Care 

Plan program and educated at local schools. With your investment, the Kiran Anjali Project 

funded a Summer English Language Intensive program to help the girls improve their 

English so that they could succeed in their English-medium schools. Additionally, we funded 

tuition and transportation costs for 19 girls to attend a high-quality private school and 

receive after-schoo tutoring. Through a special Donor Directed Gift, an additional grant of 

$17,000 was awarded for a Campus Expansion Project. 
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Carnation Learning Center 
Bangalore 

Carnation is an interactive, high-quality coed preschool for 73 students serving children 

from slums in Bangalore. The majority of students are girls and the school’s managing 

organization has a long history of promoting women from within. In 2018, we provided 

funds for operating expenses and 23 scholarships for preschool graduates to attend a 

private English-medium elementary school. After the end of their school day, the 

scholarship children go to Carnation Learning Center for enrichment activities, homework 

help, and a nutritious snack.   
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Plus2 Scholarship Program 

Our Plus2 scholarships provide tuition assistance and help with food and transportation for 

girls from our sponsored programs to attend junior college, a stepping stone to university. 

This is a vital support program as only 1% of girls in India graduate from junior college. In 

2017 we awarded scholarships to 29 girls from Wings School and 9 girls from Baale Mane. 

The first group of Plus2 scholarship recipients graduated from junior college and all are 

now pursuing a four-year degree at university. 
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Wings School for Girls 
Hyderabad  

Wings provides a free, high-quality English-medium education for disadvantaged girls in 

grades 1 - 10. The program includes extracurricular activities like music, dance, and art. The 

mandatory Tae Kwon Do program teaches self-defense and develops confidence. The 

school consistently manages a 100% pass rate on critical grade 10th state exams. Only 14% 

of schools in the state of Telangana achieve this distinction. The Kiran Anjali Project funds 

operational costs including teacher salaries, breakfast and lunch for students, 

extracurricular activity costs, uniforms, and school supplies. 
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2018 Financials  
 

Revenue Total $404,296 

Donations $381,814 

 
 

Expenses  

Grants $291,624 

Event Costs $29,762 

Administrative Costs $25,103 
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Volunteers 
 "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it's the only thing that ever has." ~ Margaret Mead  

The Kiran Anjali Project appreciates the numerous volunteers who go above and beyond to 

help impact the lives of the children in our partner projects in India. Our amazing 

volunteers help run the organization, produce events, create age-appropriate gifts to send 

to the children, research relevant content for the work we do, and so much more. Thank 

you! 

  

Board of Directors 

Nita Talwar, President 

Sheryl Hoye, Vice President and Co-Founder 

Linda Floyd, Secretary and Co-Founder 

Mallika Kohli, Co-Treasurer 

Shubha Narendra, Co-Treasurer 

Kanishtha Gavandi, Officer 

Ingrid Llewellyn, Officer 

  

Advisory Council 

Hetal Shah, Chair 

Ravi Chatwani 

Sommana Palacanda 

Madhulika Raj 

Ravish Sachar 

Jerry Wiant 

  

 
13 



 
 

 

Event Committees 

Many people devote their time and expertise to helping us produce events in Seattle, 

Chicago, Los Angeles, and the San Francisco Bay Area. The Seattle committee deserves 

special mention for their loyalty and creativity. Thank you to the following members of the 

Seattle event committee: 

 

Angela Shenoy 

Anjali Patel 

Anju Patel 

Arpana Goel 

Charu Bogdan 

Denise Thomas 

Joe Robison 

Marianne Heywood 

Meenu Kallar 

Niyati Krauser 

Randi Weidner 

Renuka Getchell 

Sangeeta Gogri 

Sarita Valji 

Susan Oommen 

Tanya Nachia Somanna 
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Teen KAP 

Each summer teens gather to conduct service projects and fundraisers to benefit our 

programs. Additionally, they learn about the plight of underprivileged girls in India and the 

transformative power of education. Teens have commented that the experience is 

meaningful, especially since they often receive a video of the children at our programs 

using the things the teens have collected or made. These young people will be the next 

generation of advocates for girls’ education. 
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College Interns 

We offer unpaid summer internships for college students interested in learning about 

nonprofit management, development, social work, youth group leadership, and 

communications. Interns receive supervision to enhance their career goals and make a 

significant contribution to The Kiran Anjali Project as an organization. 

  

Note of Appreciation 

 "Love and Kindness are never wasted. They always make a difference. They bless the one who 
receives them and they bless you, the giver."  ~ Barbara De Angelis  
Thank you to our many devoted supporters. Whether offering your time or your financial 

support, you are the reason we are able to do what we do. Your generosity is having a 

direct impact on children, changing their lives through education. 

 

Looking Ahead 

There are exciting changes in store for the Kiran Anjali Project in 2019 and beyond. Please 

stay tuned for news through our newsletter and social media. Coming up in 2019… 

● We will explore transitioning to a traditional governing board and paid staff model 

to effectively serve our donors and our projects. 

● Our newest partner project, Feminist Approach to Technology, will receive support 

for their Jugaad Lab, providing STEM opportunities for girls from slum communities 

in Delhi. 

● For the first time, we hope to have students from a partner project attend the 

Seattle Opportunity Luncheon. 
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